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Big Scout Sleepout 
2015 
Date: Friday 20

th
 March 2015 

Location: Bonaly Scout Centre 
 
After the success of our Big 
Bethany Sleepout, we’re launching 
a new event for 2015, our Big Scout 
Sleepout.  This event is a 
sponsored event run by Bethany 
Christian Trust exclusively for Scout 
Groups.  We’re offering Scouts the 
opportunity to come together, raise 
some money for charity and have a 
lot of fun at the same time.  We’ll be 
organising a range of games and 
activities during the evening, 
including our cardboard shelter 
building competition, scavenger 
hunt and much more, followed by 
the chance to sleep under the stars 
for the night. 
 
For more information or to register 
your Scout group, contact 
sleepout@bethanychristiantrust.com or 
call 0131 561 8925 now 
Laurie Frank 
Events and Community Fundraiser 
Bethany Christian Trust 
 

 

A useful tool for recruiting 
new volunteers! 
The Region has been 
experimenting with using 
Gumtree to recruit volunteers 
and has found it to be a useful 
tool. However, due to internal 
limitations with Gumtree, the 
Region can only post a few 
copies of the same role type at 
any one time. Thus for the 
maximum coverage across the 
Region it would now be good to 
have Groups, Units and Districts 
using Gumtree themselves. To  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
enable this, a step-by-step guide 
has been written and can be 
sourced from the Local 
Development Officer – simply 
email Scott Burton on 
development@sesscouts.org.uk 

 
About EVOLVE and Inspire 

EVOLVE is a student-led 
volunteering team at Edinburgh 
University. Each week they have a 
team of up to 20 volunteers (from 
their pool of 400 students) go out to 
one volunteer opportunity and lend 
a helping hand. Their aim is to get 
involved in the local community and 
enable students to make new 
friends and see around Edinburgh. 
If you would like to suggest a 
potential one-off event for them to 
help with, then please contact them 
on edinevolve@gmail.com  
 
Inspire Lloyds Scholars is a group 
of students who have scholarships 
from Lloyds Banking Group and are 
required to do volunteering each 
year. The group at Edinburgh 
University are looking for one-off 
opportunities to get involved with 
over the course of the year, similar 
to EVOLVE. If you have an  
opportunity in mind, please email 
inspirelloydsscholars@gmail.com  
 
A note about EVOLVE and Inspire 
for Scout Groups: please be aware 
that any one-off events that involve 
EVOLVE or Inspire must not allow 
student volunteers 
unsupervised  access to young 
people and so Scout Groups must 
think through what types of one-off 
events are suitable and how 
students would be involved. Advice 
can be sought via the Scout Centre 
by emailing info@sesscouts.org.uk 
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NEXT NEWSLETTER MUST 
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Longcraig Scout Centre 
=================== 
Longcraig had a very busy and 
successful season in 2014, 
thank you to all who spent time 
with us. We’re looking forward to 
another busy year in 2015 and 
look forward to welcoming back 
old friends as well as making 
some new ones. Bookings for 
the 2015 will open on Monday 
19th February 2015. 
 
Malcolm Leckie 
Longcraig ASU Manager 

Scottish Regatta 2014  
Lochgoilhead 
 

The weekend of the 27th and 28th 
September saw The Lochgoilhead 
Centre host the 2014 Scottish 
National Scout Regatta. The event 
was a success with over 115 
participants from all over Scotland 
taking part in five different races. 
Each race was spilt into 3 age 
categories, Scouts (10-14), 
Explorers (14-18) and Network & 
leaders (18 plus). The event was 
organised by Lochgoilhead and 
supported by Longcraig and the 
29th Glasgow. With 7 out of the 8 
groups coming from the East and 4 
of these 7 groups from South East 
Region, there was a lot of friendly 
rivalry amongst the groups. The 
weather on the Saturday was 
considerably better for sailing than 
the becalming effect of the Sunday; 
however fun was had by all. David 
Growden, Scout Leader from 
Hawick takes up the story. . . . 
 
This year Scouts from the Borders 
groups of Hawick and Galashiels 
finally made it to the Scottish Scout 
Regatta. We’d heard about it over 
the last few years but usually too 
late! This year we tracked down the 

info early, and booked Earlston’s 
minibus in readiness.  
 
Although Lochgoilhead is a long 
way from the Borders the drive was 
fairly easy, especially with a stop for 
chips at Arrochar.  
 
The competition started Saturday 
morning so after flag break it was 
down to the beach to start the 
heats. The weather, a dry day with 
an onshore breeze, couldn’t have 
been better for both paddlers and 
sailors. There were loads of 
onshore activities to keep 
everybody busy when they weren’t 
taking part in races but many of the 
Scouts chose to stay at the beach 
and cheer on their friends, as well 
as putting their name down for the 
power boat challenge (piloting a 

power boat round an obstacle 
course in the loch). 
 
During the heats there was a 
great atmosphere of the fun of 
taking part and enough 
competitive spirit to get everyone 
doing their best in the races or 
encouraging the competitors.  
 

By Sunday morning the weather 
had changed to warm and damp but 
with no wind and the loch like a mill 
pond, perfect for canoes and 
kayaks but a bit of a problem for the 
sailors, though some overcame this 

by using a paddle.  
Once the racing was over it was 
time to get into uniform for the prize 
giving, congratulations to all those 
who took part and thanks to the 
staff at the centre, the sponsors, 
and all who made the weekend a 
huge success.  

 
We headed back to Gala and 
Hawick with a busload of tired but 
happy Scouts, very pleased with 
our first time success, coming 5

th
  in 

the Scouts, 2
nd

 in Leaders and 
Network and a 1

st
 in the Leaders 

Kayak competition. 
 
Although the small team entered 
from Longcraig did not win, 
Longcraig is more than happy to 

help train other groups. Paul 
Rodger from the 82

nd
 Craigalmond 

had the following to say about the 
event. 
 
The National Sea Scout Regatta is 
always a special event but even 

more so this year for 82nd 
Craigalmond Sea Scouts being the 
holders of the overall winner trophy 
from 2013. So the team of Scouts, 
Explorers and Leaders were looking 

forward to competing to retain the 

trophy. Lochgoilhead is a great 
venue and certainly didn’t 
disappoint bringing some exciting 
and challenging conditions at both 
extremes! So much so the sailors 
had to resort to paddling on day 2!! 
 
The result was beyond belief and 
one that culminated from a fantastic 
all round team effort. Points are 
awarded in both heats and finals so 
everybody managed to contribute to 
the overall points tally. There were 
some fantastic individual 
performances but bringing home 8 
trophies including overall Explorer 
winners and overall regatta winner 
was truly the reward of a great team 
effort. So a jubilant 82nd 
Craigalmond Sea Scouts retained 
the overall winners trophy and it’s a 
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fitting tribute to all of the hard work 
put in by Scouts, leaders and all the 
helpers who make this happen 
throughout the year. Special thanks 
go to Longcraig Scout Centre and 
Cramond Boat Club who have 
worked with the Scouts to coach 
and train them to a high standard, 
producing some very confident and 
competent sailors. 
 
Congratulations to all who took part 
in the event and it is hoped that 
groups who may not normally take 
part will consider doing so in 2016 
where the event will again be held 
at Lochgoilhead. 
 

Midlothian Explorer Scout 
Forum 

 
The Explorer Scouts from the Units 
throughout Midlothian held their first 
Explorer Scout Forum in 
November.   Following a successful 
grant application to Cash Back for 
Communities they enjoyed a 
weekend at Great Tower Scout 
Activity Centre in Windermere. 
 
The weekend focused on 
encouraging the Explorer Scouts to 
make friends and work 
together.  They all enjoyed the set 
activities.  Everyone was split into 
groups for the Explorer Scout 
Forum.  The groups worked well 
and came up with lots of excellent 
and creative programme ideas. 
Saturday night’s activities included 
a bin bag catwalk and a fancy dress 
Halloween party.  Everyone 
thoroughly embraced and enjoyed 
the catwalk, creating fashion 
masterpieces from bin bags.  The 
District Commissioner ‘strutted his 
stuff’ on the cat walk too, much to 
the Explorer Scouts delight.   
 
To enable the Explorer Scouts to 
spend as much time together as 
possible the Leaders attended to all 
the catering needs and we all 
enjoyed the luxury of indoor 
accommodation.   

All the feedback received has been 
very positive and our attempts to 
bring together some very diverse 
personalities, very successful. 
 
In the next few months we are look 
forward to a District Christmas party  
and a Brass Monkey Camp  
Jo Lane 
Explorer Scout Leader (Young Leaders) 
Midlothian District Explorer Scouts 
 

DEVELOPMENT 
ACTIVITIES  
Sign up for the next Group 
Development Day:  
Sunday 8th March 2015  
Bookings are now being taken for 
the next Group Development Day, 
run by Scott Burton, the Region’s 
Local Development Officer. This 
highly rated workshop will take your 
Group through a process of creating 
a Group Development Plan – which 
will cover all aspects of your Group 
(as development is not just opening 
new sections).  
One participant recently fed back 
that: “I have been on many training 
courses but that was easily one of 
the better. Well implemented and 
can't believe how easy it was to 
produce our plan. Well done and 
thank you. Would recommend all 
groups should do this.”  
The day will run between 10.15am-
3pm with lunch and resources 
provided at no cost to the Groups. 
Venue to be confirmed. All we 
require from each Group is a 
minimum of three volunteers to 
attend – with a mixture of leaders 
and Group Executive members.  
To book your space, or find out 
more information, contact Scott on 
development@sesscouts.org.uk or 
via the Regional Office 

 
82

nd
 Craigalmond ( Cramond ) 

Scout Group with their silverware! 

DOSAGS –  
Directory of Scouting & 
Guiding Suppliers 2015 
  
The 2015 edition of DOSAGS has 
now been published. 
  
NEW FOR 2015 
  
Rather than send copies out, we 
have put DOSAGS online. It's 
FREE! You can now choose to: 
  
1. Download DOSAGS direct from 
www.dosags.co.uk, either as a 
Word or pdf file (We have made the 
pdf a much smaller size file than 
last year). 
2. Search online. All the information 
in the book can be found online by 
searching under the relevant 
categories. 
  
Please remember to tell your 
friends (including on Facebook and 
Twitter) about DOSAGS. It's free for 
anyone to search DOSAGS online 
or to download. 
  
Please also let us know whether 
you find DOSAGS: 
  
Extremely useful, or 
Very useful, or 
Useful, or 
Not very useful, or 
Not at all useful. 
  
Many thanks 
 

REGIONAL LEVY  
The Regional Executive have 
agreed to retain the Regional 
Levy at £5 for the 2015/6 year. 
Details of subscriptions due in 
will be sent to each District in the 
next few weeks.   

 
 
 

http://www.dosags.co.uk/
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National Scout and Guide 
Symphony Orchestra   
    
We are pleased to announce that 
the NSGSO has been re-launched 
and applications for the Birmingham 
2015 course are now open. Could 
you please circulate this information 
as widely as possible amongst your 
young people, who will be between 
the ages of 13 - 25 next summer 
and play an orchestral instrument. 
As the closing date is Saturday 7 
February your early attention 
would be appreciated. 
   
The NSGSO meets every year for a 
fantastic week's course of music 
and activities. This year is our 
40th  and the course will be held in 
Birmingham from 26th July to 2nd 
August 2015. The week will 
culminate in two evening concerts 
in Birmingham City centre on 31st 
July and 1st August together with a 
Saturday matinee specifically 
for local Scouts and Guides. More 
detailed information can be found 
on the application form.  
 
To apply for the 2015 course go 
to   apply.nsgso.com   
 
All applicants must be:  
- A Member of the The Scout 
Association or Girlguiding.  
- Aged 13-25 by the start of the 
course (26th July 2015)  
- Proficient player of a least one 
orchestral instrument (Grade 5 or 
above, including equivalents)  
 
Further Information   
The cost of the course is £445, 
payable in three instalments. The 
course cost includes full board, 
accommodation, rehearsals and 
workshops with a professional 
conductor and sectional tutors, 
uniform for new members, 
transportation during the week and 
social activities including a visit to 
an outdoor activity centre. .   
For anyone wishing to use this 
course for their D of E, QSA or 
QGA residential then this year must 
be the first time that they 

have attended.      
 
Jill Bowman  
NSGSO Manager  
The National Scout & Guide 
Symphony Orchestra    
jill@nsgso.com 

 
 

BONALY NEWS 
Brass Monkey 
The January Brass Monkey 
camp is fully booked, however, 
there is some limited availability 
for Februarys Brass Monkey 
Camp at Bonaly on the 21st and 
22nd February, closing date to 
book is 31st January. 
  
Residential Buildings 
It looks like it will be another 
busy year at Bonaly, the 
residential buildings are filling up 
fast with only 6 weekends 
currently available for an indoor 
experience before July. 
The Chalet has weekend 
availability for the 27th - 29th 
March, 3rd - 5th April and 26th - 
28th June. 
The Lodge is available the 
weekends of 6th - 8th February, 
12th - 14th June and 26th - 28th 
June. 
To make your booking or 
enquire about other dates 
contact the centre on 
info@bonaly.org.uk or ring 0131 
441 1878 
 
High Ropes 
Bookings for the new high ropes 
course at Bonaly are now being 
taken, for more information 
contact the centre or visit the 
website - www.bonaly.org.uk 
The next training sessions for 
volunteer instructors is the 11th 
and 12th April, if you haven’t 
already expressed your interest 
but would like to get involved in 
the activities at Bonaly contact 
neil@bonaly.org.uk 
 
STAFF SUPPORT FOR THE 
REGION 
 
Attached is a note explaining the 
staff structure as the Region 
moves forward. 
 

 
 
South East Scotland 

 
 

GRAMPIAN NIGHTS 
 
GN2015 is an activity camp 
being run at Templar’s Park,  
west of Aberdeen, from 27th July 
to 5th August. 
 

It is open to all Scouts/Explorer 
Scouts who are 10 years old or 
over on the 27th July 2015 and 
under 18 years of age on the 5th 
August 2015.  
Groups/Troops/Units must also 
be accompanied by appropriate 
number of leaders. 

  
For further details go to the 
website  
 
: www.grampian-nights.org.uk, 
 
 

CENSUS 2015 
 
Information to enable the census 
to be taken this year needs to be 
completed by 15th February.  In 
2015 it will be done via 
Compass.  What needs to be 
submitted is no different from 
what POR prescribes, but the 
process is a little simpler.  It has 
been made extremely easy – 
you just upload your young 
people’s details to Compass 
using the instructions and 
spreadsheet found at 
http://compassuserguide.scouts.
org.uk .  If you are an OSM user 
there is even less 
effort.  Remember – just fill out 
the pink columns.  If you have 
more data, great, but it is not 
needed for Census. 
 
For any problems with the 
upload, support is available via 
the Compass Forum at the 
above link.  Or contact the 
Regional Champion at 
balernoscouts@hotmail.co.uk.   
From 1st February, we will be 
contacting Groups directly who 
have not uploaded yet and 
asking what help is needed.    
 
Keith Bryce 
Regional Compass Champion 
 
 

 
Regional Office 0131 229 3756 info@sesscouts.org.uk (also Longcraig bookings) 

Bonaly 0131 441 1878 info@bonaly.org.uk 
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